Advertisement to tJie Second Edition.
mention with a warm, but no insolent exultation, that I have been regaled -with spontaneous praise of my work by many and various persons eminent for their rank, learning, talents and accomplishments; much of which praise I have under tlicir hands to be reposited in my archives at Auchinlcck1. An honourable and reverend friend speaking of the favourable reception of my volumes, even in the circles of fashion and elegance, said to me, 'you have made them all talk Johnson',— Yes, I may add, I have Johnsoniscd the land; and I trust they will not only talk, but think, JoJinson.
To enumerate those to whom I have been thus indebted, would be tediously ostentatious. I cannot however but name one whose praise, is truly valuable, not only on account of his knowledge and abilities, but on account of the magnificent, yet dangerous embassy, in which he is now employed*, which makes every thing that relates to him peculiarly interesting: Lord MACARTNEY favoured me with his own copy of my book, with a number of notes, of luhich I have availed myself. On the first leaf I found in his Lordship's hand-writing, an inscription of such high commendation, that even I, vain as I am, cannot prevail on myself to publish it.
[July i, 17931]
clear it of them ; for then I should be no longer " as I am;" and perhaps there might be something not so good.'
1 See/0j/, April 17, 1778, note.
a Lord Macartney was the first English ambassador to the Court of Pckin. He left England in 1792 and returned in 1794.
3 TJoswell writing to Temple ten days earlier had said:—'Behold my
hand! the robbery is only of a few shillings ; but the cut on my head and bruises on my arms were sad things, and confined me to bed, in pain, and fever, and helplessness, as a child, many days. . . . This shall be n crisis in my life: I trust I shall henceforth be a sober regular man. Indeed, my indulgence in wine lias, of late years especially, been excessive.' Lf.tla's of Boswe/l, p. 346.speak'*? Let me the,
